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THOMAS FAMILY PAPERS 
 
I 
The papers of Thomas family whose head was Roy Zachariah Thomas, the founder of Thomas Tours, 
Inc. of Rock Hill and a former professor of chemistry at Winthrop College (1914-1926), were received by the 
College Archives as a gift from Louise Thomas Miller on December 6, 1977. 
 
Linear feet of shelf space occupied:  8.25 
Approximate number of pieces included:  16,500 
 
 Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
 Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
 Notice was released to NUCMC on November 9, 1978. (See collection control file for any additional 
notices.) 
 
 Scope and Content Note:  The collection is a valuable source of information concerning family life 
in Rock Hill, S.C. during the period from 1920-1945. The collection includes diaries, Thomas Tours 
brochures, newspaper clippings speeches, financial and estate records, genealogies, menus, photographs, 
memorabilia and extensive body of correspondence comprising the largest part of the collection. Dr. Roy 
Zachariah Thomas brought his family to Rock Hill when he assumed the position of professor of 
Chemistry at Winthrop College in 1914. The correspondence in the collections traces the growth of the 
Thomas family and the tour business, Thomas Tours, Inc., that Dr. Thomas founded in the 1920’s. 
Letters exchanged by family members give keen insight into the following: 1) the activates offered by 
Winthrop Training School and Winthrop College in the 1920’s and early 1930’s, 2) the burgeoning tour 
business, 3) the social events offered by Duke University during the mid-1930’s, 4) life during the 
depression, 5) the rigorous training of ROTC cadets at Clemson University during the early 1940’s, 6) the 
accelerated training of enlisted men and officers of the U.S. Army Air Corps during WWII, 7) the effects 
of the U.S. atomic bombing of Japan, and 8) the growth of one of Rock Hill’s prominent families. See also 
the college records for biographical and personal information on Roy Zachariah Thomas. NOTE: See W. 
430 1-8. WTS Roll of Honor- WWII, 1946. Information- R.Z. Thomas, Jr. 
 
 Transfer of Items:  Duplicate materials were returned to Louise Thomas Miller. Refer to disposition 
record in the collection control file for items transferred to the Archives Collection.   
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II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF CORRESPONDENCE AND RELATED PAPERS SERIES 
(Boxes 22-23, Folders 2-75) 
 
 
1914-1923, nd Most of the correspondence is addressed to Louise Thomas and concerns trips, visitors 
and adolescent social activates of the period. In chronological order.  
 
1924-1929 Includes correspondence which makes reference to Dr. Thomas’ burgeoning tour 
business and Dr. D. B. Johnson’s, President of Winthrop, willingness to allow Dr. 
Thomas to offer such tours to Winthrop. The late 1920’s correspondence makes many 
references to the involvement of Alberta and Helen Thomas in Winthrop Training School 
and Winthrop College stage presentations. Related papers include contract 
correspondence directed to Louise Thomas as she searched for a college level teaching 
position. In chronological order. 
 
1930-1935 Letters of this period chronicle the growth and college careers fo the Thomas children. 
The letters of the early 1930’s made fleeting reference to tighter economic conditions and 
to the home life of the family. References to the less-than-prospering tour business reflect 
the country’s Depression. Some correspondence contains information concerning 
instructor dismissals at Winthrop College due to the Depression. One letter makes 
reference to President Herbert Hoover’s visit to a King’s Mountain celebration day. 
Letters written by J. Roddey Miller to Louise Thomas (prior to their marriage) make 
reference to artists and lecturers who toured the Carolinas. One Miller letter offers a 
critical analysis of the fictional writings of a new American author—William Faulkner. 
In chronological order.  
 
1935-1939 Family correspondence of the period focuses on the domestic aspects of life. Letters from 
the Thomas daughters relate the events in the lives of young married couples who are 
busy with growing children of their own. Roy Thomas, Jr. writes from Duke University 
about performances at the school by Tommy Dorsey and his Orchestra, while his letters 
written en route to Europe refer t the presence of Clark Gable, Simon Simone, Sonja 
Heinie, Lady Astor and Mary Pickford on board the same ship. Related papers refer to 
Mrs. Thomas’ involvement in the South Carolina Federation of Music Clubs. In 
chronological order. 
 
1940-1944 Letters deal with the ROTC training received by Goody and Bobby Thomas at Clemson, 
the word of Roy Z. Thomas, Sr. with the South Carolina Rations Board and the Thomas 
Family’s concern for the military fate of the three Thomas Sons. The Goody Thomas 
correspondence form Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio refers to the constant testing of 
airplanes and bombing devices being conducted by the engineering group to which he 
was assigned. The 1944 letters of Bobby Thomas relate the rigors of boot camp training 
as men were hurried off to war. Family letters make fleeting mention of rationing 
procedures. In chronological order. 
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II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF CORRESPONDENCE AND RELATED PAPERS SERIES (cont.) 
 
 
1945-1948 Includes the family correspondence concerning WWII’s end, especially information are 
the letters of Bobby Thomas who, at war’s end, was part of the occupation forces in 
Japan. These letters describe the Japanese mainland and its people following the U.S. 
forces’ dropping of the atomic bombs. The 1945 letters of the family reflect the growing 
optimism of the period and the continuing 1947 dated correspondence to a fuel oil 
shortage that hit Charlotte, N.C. in that year, prompting Mayor Baxter to write President 
Truman concerning the situation. In chronological order.  
 
1952-1961, 1978 Includes copies of letters written by Roy Z. Thomas, Sr. to friends and correspondents. 
Winthrop related correspondence includes letters written to William Grier concerning his 
appointment to the Board of Trustees of the college and to William “Bill” Culp in 
recognition of his achievements serving the college. Many pieces of correspondence 
pertain to the Thomas Family Bermuda Tour which was featured in a 1957 issue of 
“Life” magazine. The late 1950’s correspondence relate to Dr. Roy Z. Th9omas declining 
health. In chronological order.  
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 GENEALOGICAL FILE       1954, 1978 
Two bound volumes pertaining to the Thomas family and a 1978 
genealogical supplement compiles by Louise Thomas Miller. Note: the 
published genealogy lists “Roy Zacharias Thomas,” while Dr. Thomas 
spelled his name Zachariah. In chronological order. 
 
2-23 2-75 CORRESPONDENCE & RELATED PAPERS    1914-1978, nd 
(See section II: Description of Correspondence and Related Papers). In 
chronological order. 
 
24 76-77 DIARIES OF LOUISA E.THOMAS      1885, 1888, 1896- 
Includes originals and typed transcriptions of the diaries of Louisa E. 1900, 1903, 1912 
Thomas, mother of Roy Z. Thomas, Sr. Entries are brief and concern 
the weather, family relations and minor social events of the family 
while they were residing in Maryland. In chronological order.  
 
25 78 SPEECHES OF ROY ZACHARIAH THOMAS, JR.    1934, 1937, 1943, nd 
Notes from Dr. Thomas’ speeches concerning gardens, himself, life, 
Edgar Allan Poe, science national apostasy, guests, Rotary, the 23rd 
Psalm, the Fountain of Time, prayer, music, temperance and nature. 
Also included are promotional brochures for “Roy Z. Thomas - Orator 
and Lecturer.” In chronological order. 
 
28 84 & PHOTOGRAPHS        1900-1945, nd 
     1 Bd. Vol. These photographs are of the various members of the Thomas family,  
chronicling the growth of the family members, and include parents, 
children and grandchildren of Roy Z. Thomas, Sr. as well as 
photographs of Dr. Thomas and his wife Alberta. Also included are 
photographs taken in Japan at the close of WWII. No fixed order.  
 
29 85-88 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS       1919-1923, 1932- 
Includes newspaper clippings from The Evening Herald, The State,  1945, 1949, 1961- 
The Record, and The Dayton Journal Herald. Stories relate to the  1962, 1974, nd 
civic and social accomplishments of the a various Thomas family 
members. Also included ate accounts of weddings, President John 
Kennedy’s visit to Chapel Hill, N.C., and banner headlines 
proclaiming the World War I peace armistice. In chronological order.  
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
30 89-90 THOMAS TOUR BROCHURES      1920-1959, nd 
An extensive collection of promotional brochures for Thomas Tours, 
Inc. Brochures give complete details of the European, South 
American, Oriental, Alaskan, Caribbean, Central American, Western 
U.S. and Eastern U.S. tours offered by Thomas Tours. No fixed order.  
 
31 91 MENU FILE         1949-1959, nd 
Include menus from the restaurant on the R.M.S. “Queen Mary”, the 
R.M.S. “Queen Elizabeth”, the T.S.S. Olympia, the Ristorante al 
Pappagallo, The Court of Two Sisters and Restaurant Antoine (New 
Orleans, La.), and Mammy’s Shanty (Atlanta, Ga.). In chronological 
order. 
 
32 92 CHRISTMAS CARD FILE       ca1900s 
An extensive collection of American Christmas greeting cards 
exchanged by friends and members of the Thomas family before 1945. 
No fixed order. 
 
33 93-97 MEMORABILIA FILE       1902-1960, nd 
Includes a copy of “Life” magazines March 25, 1957 issue which 
featured a photo- essay concerning a Thomas family junket to 
Bermuda. Also included are graduation announcements, gardening 
club bulletins and notebooks, grade reports, playbills, church bulletins 
and Rotary club programs, creeds and agendas, all of which serve to 
illustrate the Thomas family’s broad scope of interests and 
involvements in local level activities. In chronological order.  
 
1 Bd. Vol. GUEST BOOK        1935-1964 
   
 
